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Join TPS in celebrating 

25 Years of Excellence 
 

 

 

Saturday, August 25, 2007 

Noon to 2:00 p.m. 
 

 

This family event will include 

tours, games and food 
 

 

 

RSVP by August 6th 

336-883-0992 or 

TPS25@ThePiedmontSchool.com 

Accreditation:  Itôs Official! 
After meeting rigorous quality standards and a peer 

evaluation by outside professionals, The Piedmont School 

has earned accreditation by the Southern Association of 

Independent Schools (SAIS) and the Southern Associa-

tion of Colleges and Schools (SACS). 
 

ñThis is wonderful for our school,ò comments Dorie Stur-

gill, Director of The Piedmont School. ñAll members of 

the TPS familyðalumni, parents, students and teachers, 

play a role in creating a learning environment that meets  

the high standards prescribed by these two important or-

ganizations.ò 
 

The accreditation process took nearly three years and in-

volved teachers, staff, parents, students, alumni and board 

members.  The committee, in its written report, stated that 

it was impressed with the commitment by teachers and 

staff to see that all students succeed academically. As a 

part of the process, the school has strengthened its focus 

on strategic improvement and student performance.   
 

ñThis is important, especially as we mark our 25th anni-

versary,ò Sturgill said. ñIt is rewarding to be recognized 

in an official way. The hard work and successes that our 

students and teachers have achieved, both in and out of 

the classroom, are the foundation for our successes in the 

future.ò  

Graduation 2007 
Congratulations to the 8th grade graduating class of 2007!  

We are so proud of you and your accomplishments.  As 

you continue your education, we have confidence that you  

will all go far.  Remember your dreams, and do not let 

anyone or anything keep you from attaining them.  Go 

and conquer your world!  Never forget those at TPS who 

have cherished our time watching you grow in your pride, 

self-confidence and resiliency. 
 

Best wishes to Andrew Barker, Carissa Lukoff, Trevor 

Snyder and Kyle Buffkin as they transition to Bishop 

McGinnis High School.  Success to Patrick Foley and 

Lindsey Lail as they begin their high school careers at 

Weselyan Academy.  Reach for the stars, Clarissa Bod-

man,  at Salem Academy.   Best wishes to Robert Logan 

at Northwest Guilford High School and Hunter Truitt at 

Guilford Day School.  We will miss all our graduating 

class of 2007 dearly. 

Pictured above is our 8th grade graduating class of 2007:   

(L to R) Trevor Snyder, Robby Brandon, Andrew Barker, 

Clarissa Bodman, Hunter Truitt, Clarissa Lukoff,  

Lindsey Lail, Robert Logan, Kyle Buffkin, Patrick Foley 

 

TPS Receives Grants 
 

The Piedmont School thanks the High Point Area Arts 

Council and the High Point Community Foundation for 

providing grants to TPS for the 2006-07 school year.  

Thanks also to TPS PTO for supporting these projects 

with supplemental funds.    

These grants helped us enhance  

our art curriculum and computer resources.   
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family at home in England. The deadline was quickly approaching, so my students chose an early settler to follow, gath-

ered their research, wrote their letters about their progress and struggles, as if they were part of the culture in Jamestown, 

and submitted their entries. 
   

The Piedmont School received thrilling news that two of our students, Trevor Snyder and Courtney Hurley, had placed 

in the High Point Alexander Martin DAR Chapter. Courtney received a 7th grade honorable mention due to her very 

creative, authentic design for her project. Trevor was the 8th grade winner, and his paper continued on to the state level 

for further competition. Iôm very proud that all my students worked so tirelessly on this project, making strong attempts 

to put themselves in a settlerôs place during this significant, crucial time in American history. 

I was excited to learn the topic for this yearôs Daughters 

of the American Revolution National Essay Contest for 

5th-8th graders: ñJamestown Colony is Settled.ò Not only 

were some of my written language students studying 

Jamestown in Ms. Bovenderôs history class, but the topic 

would also be of interest to my other middle school stu-

dents. 
 

I gave the students basic guidelines on how to use their 

research to take on the persona of one of the early James-

town settlers.  They began their task of writing a letter to 

 

Rocket Club 
by Kay Cheek, Science teacher 

On February 24th, a Saturday most kids slept late and played video games, a group of energetic and hopeful students 

from The Piedmont School met at Chewning Middle School in Durham, NC for the 2nd Annual East Coast Science  

Decathlon.  This competition drew several teams from North and South Carolina, and even one from Washington DC, to 

compete in 10 science categories. 
  

TPS students competed in the Mousetrap Car and Water Bottle Rocket categories.  Participating students were:   

Kacey Gillispie, Clarissa Bodman, Carissa Lukoff, Kyle Buffkin, James Williams, Riley Davis, Robby Brandon,  

Kevan Hedgecock and Ed Wright.  Weston Haack, a 4th grader who was not eligible for the middle school competition, 

worked with the students and also attended the decathlon. 
 

Parents, along with students, joined Mrs. Cheek and her husband for the competi-

tion.  To prepare for this, students volunteered and worked after school for sev-

eral weeks.  Although TPS didnôt win any ribbons this year, we had some great 

entries. 
   

Our thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Ron Wright, for donating a computer to the science 

department for use in the robotics competition.  We were unable to coordinate the 

software for this yearôs competition; however, weôll use it next year for robotics 

as well as other science programs in the future. 
 

Plans are already being made to return next year.  Our students are true winners 

who worked hard, competed well, and represented The Piedmont School with 

pride and dignity. 

Mrs. Cheek and students  

prepare for competition. 

Summer 2007 

Daughters of the American Revolution Writing Contest 2006-2007 
by Emilie Crosby, Reading and Written Language teacher 

Courtney Hurley receives  

7th grade honorable mention 

Students participate in field trips to Old Salem, The Trinity Center in Pine Knoll Shores, NC,  

Betsy-Jeff Penn 4-H Educational Center and School Kid Chronicles Studio. 

Trevor Snyder receives  

8th grade winner award 


