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Graduation 2008 

On Thursday, June 5, 2008, TPS families and friends 

joined students at the annual graduation and awards pro-

gram.  The program began with a montage of school year 

pictures.  Other presentations included the afternoon 

block classes performing ñGraduation Songò and a video 

of and speeches by each of the three graduates.  The 

awards portion of the ceremony followed, along with the 

viewing of the first ever TPS video yearbook.   
 

Our wonderful PTO volunteers were recognized for all 

their hard work and dedication to our school.  After the 

ceremony, everyone gathered for a reception before our 

students and families departed for the summer.  Good 

luck to our graduates and students who are leaving us this 

year.  You will be dearly missed and always remembered. 

Pictured above is our 8th grade graduating class of 2008:   

(L to R) Emily Garren, Jason Rohrbeck, Spencer DeSpain 

ñOur mission is to provide  

an alternative educational 

environment to children  

with learning disabilities  

and/or AD(H)D  

using a research-based  

methodology designed to 

build self-esteem through 

acquisition, processing,  

retention and retrieval  

of informationò 
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A Year of Success 
By Dorie Sturgill,  

Director 
 

Many recent studies pro-

vide data which encour-

ages us to think differently 

about learning disabilities, 

dyslexia in particular. 
 

Sally Shaywitz, a re-

nowned Yale neuroscien-

tist and specialist in dys-

lexia, writes, ñDyslexics 

think differently.  They are 

intuitive and excel at prob-

lem-solving, seeing the big 

picture and simplifyingéò  

She describes dyslexics as 

ñpoor reciters, but inspired 

visionaries.ò 
 

In a New York Times arti-

cle by Brent Bowers, Julie 

Logan a professor of entre-

preneurship at Cass Busi-

ness School in London 

found that ñ35% of the 

entrepreneurs surveyed 

identified themselves as 

dyslexic.ò The study con-

cluded that dyslexics were 

ñmore likely than non-

dyslexics to delegate au-

thority, to excel in oral 

communication and prob-

lem solving and were twice 

as likely to own two or 

more businesses.ò 
 

Daniel Pink, author of A 

Whole New Mind notes 

that ñone remarkable re-

cent study found that self-

made millionaires are four 

times more likely than the 

rest of the population to be 

dyslexic.  Why?  Dyslexics 

struggle with linear, se-

quential, alphabetic reason-

ing at its core, but as with a 

blind person who develops 

a more acute sense of hear-

ing, a dyslexicôs difficul-

ties in one area lead him to 

acquire outsized ability in 

others.ò 
 

Remember that through the 

struggle of a learning dif-

ference, many strengths are 

acquired.  At TPS, we are 

not surprised that our stu-

dents display many of 

these strengths.  We enjoy 

the challenge of making 

the most of these strengths 

and also improving our 

studentsô academic skills, 

fostering a sense of respon-

sibility and resilience, and 

providing tools for lifelong 

learning.  
 

Any way you measure it, 

that marks success in a 

school year for us.   

http://www.thepiedmontschool.com/


What do spies, pirates, hurricanes, giraffes, and raccoons have in common? All of these topics and others were the sub-

jects of research papers and poems written by some of our middle school students this year. Through research, writing, 

and oral presentations, these topics came alive for our students. 
 

Earlier in the year, The Piedmont School was honored to enter our 6th-8th grade students in the Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution Essay Contest. The riveting topic asked students to research and write about their life as a Loyalist or 

Patriot spy during the American Revolution. The High Point chapter of the DAR recognized three of our students, Jason 

Rohrbeck, Morgan Huggins and Zachary Pegram for their winning essays. 
 

This spring, some of our middle school students entered the Creative Communication Poetry Contest, challenging them 

to write a poem on any subject with a 21 line limit. Six of our students were thrilled to learn that their poems were cho-

sen for publication in a poetry anthology with winners from across the country! 
 

These are just a few of the ways that our students have seen writing come alive this year. By challenging themselves to 

connect with their topics and to incorporate their unique creative talents, our students have been able to create something 

special that can truly jump off the page into the readerôs grasp. 

 

Science Adventures 
by Kay Cheek, Science teacher 

Our 3rd, 4th and 5th graders spent three exciting days at 

Pine Knoll Shores for a Sound to Sea adventure.  This 

environmental camp provided opportunities for the  

students to put on hip waders and search the sound for 

conch shells, sea squirts, fish, crabs and much more.  In 

the lab, they dissected a squid and wrote their names 

with the ink.  They investigated a pond, the beach and 

forest in addition to the sound.   
 

The students in Mrs. Cheekôs 7th and 8th grade class 

were parents for a week.  They had all the physical and 

financial responsibilities of parenting, from shopping 

for necessities to sleepless nights.  They learned that being a teen parent is not easy.   

One day these students will make great parents - just not right now.  

Connor Plunkett studies  

a crab from the sound . 

Summer 2008 

Writing Comes Alive This Year 
by Emilie Crosby, Reading and Written Language teacher 

Students participated in Student Council events.  From left, enjoying Red Dog Farm visitor, loading cans for Open Door Ministries,  

participating in Student Council Elections and  playing drums with ñDrums of Judahò 

Caroline Wagoner & Maria Adams 

pose with their ñbabies.ò 

Student Council News 
Our TPS Student Council had a very successful year.  They generated funds by sponsoring Fun Days such as Hat Day, 

Chewing Gum Day, Pajama/Hot Chocolate Day, Lollipop Day, and Stuffed Animal Day.  Students paid $1.00 each to 

participate.  Council members put the money raised to good use.  A few of the highlights include the following: gave 

$1,500 in Christmas gifts to an adopted family; sponsored ñDrums of Judahò for Black History Month; bought soccer 

nets for the playground;  delivered 1,284 cans of food to Open Door Ministries;  donated $200 to Red Dog Farm, a non-

profit animal rescue organization; and sponsored an end-of-year fun day and cookout.   
 

Members of the 2007-2008 council include Kacey Gillispie, Edward Wright, Spencer DeSpain, Jim Black, Katie Mor-

gan, Tyler Norris, Linsey Gillispie, Rachel Migliardi and Christopher Frank.  Their advisors are Deneane Davis,  

Marilyn Stewart and Megan Cotterman. 



 

Honorariums, Memorials & Donations 

Scholarship Donations 
 

Mrs. Elizabeth Aldridge 

American Express Foundation 

Dr. Robert Arthur 

Mr. Chester Bovender 

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Burris 

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Cagle 

in honor of  

       Ken Cagle, Jr. CMD 

Ken & Heather Cagle 

Oakview Lions Club 

Mrs. Gloria Cowan 

Timothy & Susan Elliott  

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ervin 

Jack & Dee  Fetner 

Forsyth County United Way 

Mr. & Mrs. John Foster 

T. Finch Foundation 

Flagler Foundation 

Dr. & Mrs. Alan Ginsburg 

Greater Greensboro United Way 

Greater High Point United Way 

Mr. Robert Greear 

     in memory of  

     Lee Earnest Stewart, Jr.  

Mrs. Irene Hamilton 

High Point Community  

 Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Jones 

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Kirkland 

Ms. Kimberly Logan 

Mrs. Mary Logsdon 

Mr.  & Mrs. Melvin McCord 

     in honor of Collin McCord 

Mr. & Mrs. Wade McInnis 

Dr. Karen McNeil-Miller  

Bob & Stephanie Migliardi 

     in honor of TPS Teachers     

     & Staff 

Jones & Peacock, Inc. 

Frank & Nancy Pickard 

Mr. Joseph Poston 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Purser 

Mrs. Ruth Purser 

Mr. & Mrs. Nido Qubein 

Dr. Mary Quinn 

in honor of Dorie Sturgill 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Riley 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Schlaeppi 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Spottl 

Mike & Marilyn Stewart 

     in memory of  

     Lee Earnest Stewart, Jr.  

Mrs. Polly Stewart 

     in memory of  

     Lee Earnest Stewart, Jr.  

Mrs. Gene Wasmer 

Mr. & Mrs. John Yowell 

 

Annual Giving Donations 
 

Aetna Foundation  

Mrs. Elizabeth Aldridge  

Perry& Patsy Allred 

     in honor of Ruth Purser 

American Express Foundation 

Mr. Jim Armstrong 

     in honor of Victoria, Emily,    

     & Robert Martin 

Mr. & Mrs. Si Bell  

Dr. Sara  Bencini  

     in honor of  

     Jackson Snow Waller 

Robert & Laurie Benko  

     in honor of Michael Benko 

David & Karen Black 

     in honor of  

     James Gardiner Black 

Ms. Jane Bovender  

Dr. Gayle Brookbank  

Dr. Ralph Brooks   

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Burris 

Mr. & Mrs. Woodie Cain 

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Clark 

A Cleaner World   

Ms. Susan Corpening  

Mr. David Covington 

H. Covington Charitable 

 Lead Trust  

Dr. Ron Cox 

     in honor of  

     J.A. Bardelas, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. John Craig 

     in honor of  

     Ryan Coleman, U.S. Army 

Dr. Harry R. Culp 

     in memory of Robert G.  

     & Esther R. Culp  

Mr. & Mrs. Rob Culp 

     in honor of Louise Foster 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis DeAngelis 

     in honor of  Dorie Sturgill 

Dr. & Mrs. Ralph Duckett  

Ms. Sylvia Eaglin   

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ellett 

     in honor of Mr. & Mrs.     

     Farshid Shahrokhi 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ervin 

Mr. & Mrs. John Foster 

Mr. & Mrs. George Frank 

     in honor of  

     Christopher Frank 

Furnitureland Rotary Club  

Mr. Gilbert Gates   

Mr. & Mrs. Clark Gibson 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Gillespie 

     in honor of Wesley Elliott 

Dr. & Mrs. Alan Ginsburg 

Dr. & Mrs. Marshall Ginsburg 

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Gottfried    

     in honor of Ruth Purser 

Greater Greensboro  

 United Way 

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Griggs   

     in honor of Rachel Migliardi 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Grzyb 

Mrs. Irene Hamilton  

Mr. Buddy Handy  

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Hicks 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Horney 

Dr. Harold Jarrell   

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Keever 

Rusty & Beverly Lee 

Ms. Kimberly Logan  

Ms. Pearl Marsh 

     in honor of Ruth Purser 

Mr. & Mrs. Wade McInnis  

Hayden & Nancy McKenzie 

Dr. & Mrs. Tom McNeill 

     in honor of Edward Wright 

Mr. & Mrs. Greg  Meredith  

     in honor of 

     Christina Meredith 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Metcalfe 

Loyd & Marian Mieden 

     in honor of  

     Hillary Marian Mieden 

Bob & Stephanie Migliardi  

Dr. & Mrs. David Moore 

Ms. Patsy Moore   

Karol Murks 

     in honor of Ben Mitchell  

Oakview Lions Club  

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Peacock 

     in honor of  

     Julie Ann Peacock 

Mr. & Mrs. David Perry 

Frank & Nancy Pickard 

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Pigman 

Mr. Joseph Poston  

Dr. Mary Quinn 

     in honor of Dorie Sturgill    

     & TPS Staff 

Mr. Alex Rankin, III  

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Riley 

     in honor of Riley Davis 

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Rohrbeck 

Mike & Marie Schettino 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Scott 

      in honor of  

     Allison Poston, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Judd Sherman 

Mr. & Mrs. James Sledge  

Mr. & Mrs. James Sloop 

     in honor of Ken Cagle, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Spottl 

St. Mary's Episcopal Church 

Gary & Dorie Sturgill 

     in memory of Carl Sturgill 

Mrs. Eileen Sturgill 

     in memory of Carl Sturgill 

Judge & Mrs. William Sweeney 

     in honor of  

    Pat & Farshid Shahrokhi 

Mr. Joseph Virga 

      in honor of Zachary Pegram 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Waller 

Mrs. Gene Wasmer  

Dr. & Mrs. Marshall White 

Bob & Nancy White 

Mr. Fred E. Wilson, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Witcher 

Mr. & Mrs. John Yowell 
 

Grants 
 

High Point  

Community Foundation 

 

Donations 
 

A special thanks to  

Sweet Shoppe Bakery  

and Cheerwine  

for their continued support. Riley Davis & Kris Logan 

Alexandra Hirsch, Tori  

Marley & Hillary Mieden 

Lucas Escajeda 

David Myers 


